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Recent TV, news and social media coverage of the plan for Perk Imaging/

QT imaging to open in Bend, Oregon in 2026 has led to a lot of questions from
patients and providers within our community. Referring providers, including
the St. Charles High-Risk Clinic, Oncology, Radiation Oncology, and Surgery
colleagues, requested that CORA respond to Perk Imaging’s statements.

HERE IS OUR RESPONSE:

CORA's primary objective regarding breast cancer
diagnosis is early detection while providing high
quality, patient centered care. We strive to stay
current with the most highly recommended,
well-established breast imaging guidelines and
protocols, and we feel practicing evidence-based
medicine is of the utmost importance. Mammaography
saves lives, and this is supported by decades of
research with numerous well-designed studies
showing it reduces breast cancer mortality. Outcomes
remain closely tied to stage at diagnosis. At this point
in time, mammography is the only breast imaging
screening modality proven to reduce breast
cancer mortality.

The recent news stories on Perk Imaging’s opening
touts the benefits of QT imaging while implying that
it is superior to other breast imaging. QT Imaging

is not FDA approved to replace mammograms.
Their FDA approval is only for a supplement to
mammograms and this is stated directly on their
website. The Central Oregon Daily News segment

on December 4, 2025 reported that the owner of the
Lakeview based clinic says “this is an exciting step
forward for women’s health that will offer an
alternative to traditional screening for women with
dense breast tissue.” The recent KTVZ news article
from the same day had several bullet points including
the statement that with QT imaging there is a
“Reduction in unnecessary biopsies and callbacks

by more accurately differentiating benign from
suspicious findings.” These claims are not supported
by FDA's position on approved use. Statements

such as these are misleading, contributing to

a potential, misinformed choice to forego FDA
approved, life-saving screening. There is very limited
data on breast cancer detection, and we are unaware
of any data on whether it leads to earlier diagnosis,
and/or results in decreased morbidity or mortality.
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Based on available research, mammography has
a significantly higher sensitivity for detecting
breast cancer, which is needed for a good
screening exam.

QT imaging is fundamentally ultrasound-based
imaging so it will likely prove to have many of the
strengths and weaknesses of other whole breast
ultrasound units that have been FDA approved and
in clinical use since 2012. We regularly utilize breast
ultrasound as indicated for targeted exams and
provide hand-held screening breast ultrasound
when requested. Ultrasound imaging should
however NOT be considered a replacement or
substitute for mammograms. It is well known

that the sensitivity of mammograms goes down
with increased breast density. There is a very clear
role for supplemental breast imaging, most often
with breast MRI and/or breast ultrasound, in women
at higher-than-average risk and there is a less clear
potential benefit to those with dense breast tissue
who are not at higher-than-average risk, but again
ultrasound and/or breast MRI are the most widely
used and accepted supplements to mammograms.
While breast ultrasound does result in finding some
additional breast cancer that are occult on mammo-
grams, most accepted national guidelines don't
support its use for large scale screening due to the
high false positive rates. Per the QT Imaging website,
they are currently participating in clinical studies
including at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN. Time will
tell if this becomes a beneficial screening or diagnostic
breast imaging tool, but a statement that it can or
should be used that way now is outside of FDA's
approved use and without any useful or strong

data to support it.

Sincerely,
CORA Physician Partners
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